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stored on one tiny little disk. While sci-
entific progress is good, it is my fervent
hope that she will also come of age in a
nation where family is always first and
where the Creator is worshipped above all
else. That is what has made America the
greatest nation on God’s Earth. It is our
faith which will guarantee that the Sun
never sets on our Nation.

I’m just delighted to have been with you.
Thank you for inviting us. And may God
bless this most wondrous land on the face
of the Earth, the United States of America.

Thank you very, very much.

Note: The President spoke at 9:25 p.m. at
the Dallas Convention Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to Adrian Rogers, pastor,
Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis, TN;
evangelists Jerry Falwell and Billy Graham;
Edward V. Hill, pastor, Mount Zion Mission-
ary Baptist Church, Los Angeles, CA; and
National Affairs Briefing officers Ed
McAteer, national chairman, Ed Drake, Dal-
las steering committee chairman, and Jack
Graham, ministerial committee chairman.

Remarks to the Community in Springfield, Illinois
August 23, 1992

The President. Thank you, thank you.
Thank you, Jim Edgar. You in Illinois are
lucky to have Jim Edgar and Brenda here
in Springfield, I’ll tell you. And of course,
I’m very pleased that Illinois’ own Ed Mad-
igan is our Secretary of Agriculture. He un-
derstands it, and he’s doing a great job.
May I salute Bob Kustra, the Lieutenant
Governor, and his wife, Kathy; an old friend
of mine, the secretary of state, George
Ryan, and Lura Lynn. George has been
at my side through a lot of political battles,
and I’m very grateful to him.

May I salute a good Member of Congress;
if we had more like him we wouldn’t need
to clean House. I’m talking about Rep-
resentative Thomas Ewing here. And two
others that I want to single out because
as we talk about change, real change to
help this country, we’ve got to change the
Clinton-Gore gridlock Congress. We’ve got
to change it. And in Rich Williamson run-
ning for the Senate, we have a man that
can do just exactly that. He’s with you on
the values. He’s with us on taxing less and
spending less. He’s with us on the fun-
damentals, and we must have him in the
United States Senate. And I want to see
John Shimkus elected from the 20th Dis-
trict.

I am going to do what Harry Truman
did in this campaign. No, it’s not give ’em
hell, but they’re going to think it’s hell when

I get through with them. But here’s what
it is. Look, I’ll tell you why I’m going to
do it this way. For months, I’ve held out
my hand to the Congress only to have it
bitten off. And now I am starting right here
in Illinois. The Congressman from this dis-
trict voted against us on Desert Storm. He
tried to bring legal papers against me. He
is against the balanced budget amendment.
And I want John Shimkus to replace him
in the United States Congress.

We’ve had it. We’ve had it with this grid-
locked Congress. The American people
have told Barbara and me, ‘‘Here are our
values.’’ And they’ve said, agreed with me
in the election, ‘‘Here’s want we want to
do.’’ And it hasn’t worked because the Con-
gress blocks us at every turn. You’ve got
to turn out these—no matter how nice they
are, how kind they talk about the farmer
when they come back here, look at the
record. Don’t let them talk one way in Illi-
nois and vote differently in Washington,
DC.

And let me just say it is really great to
be back in Springfield. Lincoln, you recall,
Abraham that is, said of this, he said, ‘‘To
this place and the kindness of these people
I owe everything.’’ I think he had good
taste in political parties. I think he had great
taste in hometowns.
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And as you know, until Houston I stayed
out of the actual political arena. I stayed
out of it because I was trying to get some
things done to bring tax relief, incentives
for the first-time homebuyer, investment tax
allowance, reduction in capital gains, trying
to get those done for the farmer and for
the American people. But I felt like one
of those corndogs at the fair, skewered by
the Democratic opposition for 9 months.
And that’s changing; it changed as of Hous-
ton, and it’s going to change for every single
of the remaining 73 days.

You know, we’ve had dramatic change.
I see these kids here. And you do not hear
a word about this from the Democratic
Convention. Don’t you think it’s a wonder-
ful thing that these young kids go to bed
at night without the same fear of nuclear
war that the generations precedent had?
This is big. This is important.

So we’ve got our priorities. And one of
them affects every single Illinois farmer: We
must open markets abroad. We will get a
GATT agreement. We’ve gotten a NAFTA
agreement. And we cannot go for protec-
tion. One fact: One-third of the corn and
soybeans grown in Illinois head for markets
outside the United States. And if we can
get that playing field level, if we get access
to foreign markets, it means bonanza for
the farmers in this country. They can
outproduce anybody, outhustle them, out-
work them. And so, open trade, free trade
without apology is what I believe in and
the case I’m taking to the American people.

Illinois farmers and workers feel that the
Government takes too much and gives too
little. And so, when next year Congress
comes back in, I pledge a dramatic new
effort to slash Federal spending and then
get these taxes down.

Listen to the opponents on this one. It’s
wonderful new——

Audience members. Clean House! Clean
House! Clean House!

The President. Yes, as soon as we get
a Congress in that will do it. And I want
to cut spending and taxes. And he accuses
me of fearmongering? He’s wrong. Capital
gains is one right there. That’s a good place
to start. Get the income taxes down. And
if you’ll excuse me one political comment,
I have a message for Governor Clinton:

Americans aren’t afraid of cutting spending
and lowering taxes. They fear most of all
a rubber-stamp President that will rubber-
stamp this spendthrift Congress. So there.
We’re not going to let that nightmare hap-
pen.

You know, I think that you all understand
perhaps as well as any in America—cer-
tainly is true in rural America—the values,
what we’re talking about when we talk
about family values. And here we learn that
the family is there to teach us right from
wrong, to lend a helping hand to a neighbor,
respect for the law, hold out your hand
to help somebody else, wipe a tear away
when something goes wrong. Now, Barbara
and I try to impart these values to our kids
and grandkids. And I have great respect
for what she has done, helping with literacy,
helping other Americans to have a better
life.

You know, today the American family is
under attack. And we’ve got to defend it
because it is the foundation of our nature.
And that is why when we cut Government
spending, I will fight for an increase in the
personal income tax exemption so more
Americans can afford to build and strength-
en their families.

We’re going to reform the welfare pro-
gram to encourage families to stick together
and have fathers stick around and do what
they ought to do.

I see the signs out here of the teachers;
God bless those people that teach our young
people. And we have proposed the most
far-reaching reform in American education
in a century, and with a new Congress we
will get it passed. We need to reform edu-
cation, support the teachers, and be sure
these kids can grow up in a competitive
world number one.

I’ll give you another idea why I want to
change this Congress. I mentioned it in
Houston. We are suing each other too much
and caring for each other too little. And
we have been trying for 3 years to reform
the legal liability laws so that you don’t have
these excessive suits that drive doctors out
of medicine, drive Little League coaches
out of Little League. Locked in that grid-
locked Congress by Bill Clinton and the lib-
eral leadership in Washington. We’ve got to
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change it. We have got to change that grid-
locked Congress. We’ve got to clean House.

Let me just say in conclusion: Two years
ago I made, I think, the toughest decision
that a President can make, and that is to
send America’s sons and daughters into bat-
tle. The sons and daughters of Illinois and
every other State fought against aggression,
fought to keep a people free, fought to pre-
vent the Mideast from becoming a nuclear
powder keg. Now they have come home.
And this election, like every other, is about
making an America that they can be proud
of, an America we all can be proud of:

good jobs, safe streets, and strong families.
And so I ask for your support, not to change
for the sake of change but to change Amer-
ica to make it more secure, more safe, more
promising to every young person here
today.

May God bless you all. And thank you
for this fantastic rally. I am so proud to
be back. Four more!

Note: The President spoke at 1:07 p.m. at
the Illinois State Fairgrounds. In his re-
marks, he referred to Jim Edgar, Governor
of Illinois, and his wife, Brenda.

Remarks on Disaster Assistance for Florida Following Hurricane
Andrew
August 24, 1992

I just very briefly want to express my
heartfelt concern to the people of Florida
on this devastating storm. Apparently it’s
one of the worst, probably the worst in six
decades. We’ve already gotten two FEMA
teams, that’s the Government emergency
teams, down there in Florida. I will be de-
claring today that Florida is a disaster area.
There will be 27 agencies of the Govern-
ment then ready to help in any way that
the Federal Government can help.

But I will be in touch during the day

to see that everything runs smoothly and
that we do everything we can to help the
people down there. Apparently it was a very
bad storm, a storm that kept the evaluation
teams from sizing it up up until now, but
I expect that’ll change during the day. But
it’s a serious matter, and my heart goes
out to the people in Florida.

Note: The President spoke at 8:06 a.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House prior
to his departure for Union, NJ.

Remarks at Lincoln Technical Institute in Union, New Jersey
August 24, 1992

The President. Thank you very much, Sec-
retary Martin. Let me just salute our great
Secretary of Labor and thank her very much
for her introduction. Salute the former Gov-
ernor of this State, Tom Kean. The working
man and woman never had a better friend
than Tom Kean. Mattie Rinaldo, he and
I go back a long time. He’s the Congress-
man from this area, doing a superb job.
If we had more like him, we wouldn’t have
a gridlocked Congress. And I want to thank
Pat Santangelo for the tour, and also Sen-

ator Don DiFrancesco and all the students
and faculty here. This has been an inspiring
visit.

Now, let me tell you why I’ve come to
Lincoln Tech. I’m here today because of
what will take place 71 days from now, be-
cause of the decision you’re going to be
making on November 3d. And that’s going
to set the course of this Nation. The defin-
ing challenge of the 1990’s is to win the
economic competition and to win the peace.
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